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How AEM DC Office works on your behalf!
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Key Issues

 Agricultural Equipment Depreciation

 Free Trade Agreements

 Support of Biofuels

 Transportation Investment

 Water Infrastructure

 State Legislative Issues

 Outlook for 111
th

Congress



Ag Equipment  Depreciation

 Proposed change from 7 to 5 year schedule

• Included in the Senate farm bill

• Farm Bureau estimates -- $800 million in farm income

• Farm bill, tax extenders support

• Next year’s tax bill



Free Trade Agreement

 AEM active in free trade debate

 Education of benefits

 Access to markets

 Colombia, Panama, Korea agreements



Support for Biofuels

 Coalitions

• 25 X ‘25

• Alliance for Abundant Food & Energy

 Goals

• increasing energy independence

• new technology to enhance productivity



Transportation Investment

 Annual Investment Requirements 

 Highways & Bridges

 All levels of Government

• strong federal role

• today = $68 billion

• maintain = $185 billion

• improve = $276 billion

• increase funding (All of the Above)

• 25 to 40 cent fuel tax increase

• Indexing

• Pricing – tolling, bonding, VMT



Highway Trust Fund Shortfall

Sept. 5th Estimate



Water Infrastructure

 Needs for drinking and wastewater infrastructure

 Waste water - $689 million annual investment

• EPA needs estimate - $202.5 billion

 Revenue sources?



State Legislative Issues

 State Dealer Legislation

 Lighting/Marking and Fast Tractors

 Harmonizing Standards



Outlook for 111th Congress

 Will the Farm Bill open up?

 How will biofuels be treated in clean air/energy proposals?

 Will free trade be a priority?

 Will a significant commitment be made to infrastructure programs?



THANK YOU!


